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NEW YEAR'S MESSAGES, In a New Year's interview with the "Wiener Zei- 
tung”, Federal President Dr, i\arl Renner described the temper of the 
Austrian people with the following words: "The people of Austria are 
torn by conflicting feelings. Their heart is set on peace and so is 
their faith, but they fear war, They long for the State Treaty and 
daily await its conclusion as a well deserved recognition of their con- 
victions and achievements, but after five disappointments, they are 
afraid of experiencing a sixth one, They feel the economic progress 
and improvement of their nutritional standards, but every day they 
tremble lest an incident such as the American longshoremen's strike 
interrupt the flow of their provisions, It is a true wonder that with 
all these ups and downs the Austrian people have not lost their com- 
posure. 

Federal Chancellor Dr, Figl, in his New Year's message, also 
touched on the imminent resumption of negotiations for a State Treaty. 
It is important that the four powers meet in the coming weeks to dis- 
cuss the Austrian situation and that Austria thereby again become a 
connecting link between them, By hard work and strong faith, Austria 
will prove to the world, especially now, that she cannot forever be 
deprived of her freedom, The year 1949 will see new elections in the 
country and it is the heartfelt desire of every Austrian that these may 
be held in a truly free Austria, 


SOCIALIST PARTY CALLS FOR ELECTIONS IN THE SPRING. On December SOth, 
in commemoration of the 60th Anniversary of the first party day of 
Austrian labor in Hainefeld, the Socialist Party of Austria issued a 
proclamation in which it called for parliamentary elections to be held 
in the spring. Political part; interests must take a back seat - the 
proclamation stated - when the overriding interest of the country de- 
mands that the state be strengthened and its economy rehabilitated by 
a Parliament elected anew by majority vote of the people, 








FAIR PLAY IN AUSTRIAN ELECTIONS PLEDGED, On January 9 Chancellor Leo- 
pold Figl opened the electoral campaign for the People's Party with a 
speech in which he announced the Party would never forget in its cam- 
paign against its Socialist coalition partner the concept of fair play. 

At the same occasion the Chancellor upheld the action of his party 
colleague, the Undersecretary of the Interior Ferdinand Graf, in having 
refused to submit to Russian censorship an election speech he had in- 
tended to broadcast over the Vienna Radio Station "Ravag". 

"We shall never accept censorship", said the Chancellor, "and we 
shall continue to fight for the freedom of our citizens in all circun- 
stances", The Chancellor tactfully refrained from mentioning that 
after having been banned from "Ravag" ifr, Graf had tried to get the 
American Station to carry his address, but had been informed no policy 
for broadcasting purely political speeches had been framed, 

Since all of Austria's Radio Stations are controlled by one or 
another occupation power this means, in effect, that as far as the 
elections are concerned Austria cannot call its air its own, 





CARDINAL INJITZER AND THE ARREST OF CARDINAL MINDSZENTY. On December 
30, cardinal innitzer issued a statement declaring that the accusations 
of the Hungarian Government to the effect that both of Austria's 
ranking church dignitaries (Dr. Yheodor Innitzer, Cardinal Archbishop 
of Vienna, and Dr, Rohracher, Prince Archbishop of Salzburg) had know- 
ledge of political conspiracies by the recently-arrested Hungarian 
prelate Cardinal Mindszenty, were pure invention and had no basis in 
fact or truth, He further emphasized that the entire world and 
especially all Catholics were fully aware of the fact that the primate 
of Hungary had proven himself a staunch and resolute defender of 
religious freedom and rigtheousness. Dr. Innitzer went on to declare 
that Cardinal Mindszenty's actions had never been geared to political 
considerations or aims, and that Austria's Catholics would stand by 
the Hungarian church dignitary and would pray for him in order that he 
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may have the same strength and fortitude in his martyrdom as he had 
during the years of struggle for the rights and freedom of the Church, 
Cardinal Innitzer concluded by calling on the entire country to share 


os admiration for the Hungarian Cardinal and to unite in prayer for 
7 


BRITISH TURN OVER BORDER CONTROL TO AUSTRIAN AUTHORITIES, British 
occupation authorities in Vienna on January 2nd announced that they 
have handed over complete control of the Austro-Italian border to 
Austrian frontier services. In addition to civilians, Austrian border 
authorities will also have control over the movement of Allied person- 
nel who are not in uniform, 








ALLIED COUNCIL IN VIENNA IN AGREEMENT ON TWO gue For the first 
time in many a session, there was agreement of a our Allied repres- 
entatives on the Allied Control Council for Austria on two important 
questions up for discussion at its recent meeting in Vienna on December 
25, 1948, The Council unanimously took cognizance of a denazification 
report which showed that not only had the Austrian Civil Service been 
completely cleared of Nazis, but that all leading positions in private 
industry had likewise been completely denazified, Only 26 former Nazis 
in private industry still hold positions from which the Denazification 
law excludes them, 

The Allied Council was also in agreement on a request by the 
Austrian Government for extension of the country's teletype network, 


WHAT SHOULD AUSTRIAN TEXTBOOKS CONTAIN? Tens of thousands of Austrian 
school children are today without adequate history and geography text- 
books because of a continuing and stubborn dispute among the Austrian 
authorities, and the occupation officials of Britain, France and the 
United States, over what such primers should contain, 

The Russians, for example, will not move from their view that the 
Hapsburgs, which ruled Austria until 1918, should be pictured in 
Austrian history textbooks as having collaborated with the Romanovs in 
acts of suppression against the peoples of Europe, 

For their part, the French educational authorities in Vienna want 
stress laid on the exploits and pageantry of the Napoleonic era but 
nothing told young Austrians about the devastations wrought in Europe 
by Napoleon's armies, In addition, the French are joined with the 
British in considerable hesitancy and sensitiveness over relations 
down the march of the decades, existing between Paris and London with 
the Hapsburg monarchs, 

United States officials voice regret that the Austrians and the 
Germans speak the same language and suggest there is no need for be- 
laboring that unhappy point, 

The same difficulties and prejudices have arisen with regard to 
geography textbooks, The Soviets, for instance, demand that the Oder- 
Neisse frontier of Lastern Germany be presented as the permanent bore 
der, which does not square with the Anglo-American views of the situa- 
tion. Moreover, Russia continues to support Yugoslav claims to 
Austria's southern Carinthia, Finally, the Western Allies think the 
time not propituous to delineate any European frontiers as permanent 
until after both a German and Austrian settlement has been reached. 


HOUSING REQUISITIONED BY THE ALLIES IN VIENNA, On December 21st, at 

a budget debate o e Vienna liunicipal Council, City Councillor 
Albrecht in charge of Vienna's Housing Authority advised his colleagues 
that a large number of apartments in Vienna were still under requisi- 
tion by the occupation powers, At the present time, the Americans 
still occupy 750 apartments, 148 villas, 19 hotels, 38 business premi- 
ses, 29 garages, 2 schools and 65 other pieces of real estate, The 
British occupy 380 apartments, 159 residential rooms, 86 villas, 5 
hotels, 17 business premises, 31 garages, 1 school and 32 pieces of 
miscellaneous property. The French occupy 722 apartments, 529 re- 
sidential rooms, 15 villas, 10 hotels, 235 business premises, 14 gar- 
ages, 1 school and 32 other pieces of property, The Kussians hold 
3292 apartments, 1456 residential rooms, 9 villas, 7 hotels, 52 busi- 


ness premises, 28 garages, 4 schools and 39 other pieces of real 
estate, 








NAZI MINISTER OF JUSTICE SENTENCED TO 18 YEARS, Dr, Franz Hueber, who 
Was appointed Minister of Justice in the Nazi Government of Seyss-In- 
quart on March 11, 1938, has been sentenced, after a five-day trial, 
to 18 years of forced labor and total loss of property, Hueber, a 
brother-in-law of Hermann Goering, acted as liaison man between 
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Austria's illegal Nazi party and Germany, and after the "Anschluss", 
was awarded the rank of Brigadier in the SA, He subsequently became 
Undersecretary of State in the German Ministry of Finance, 


AUSTRIAN LOSSES IN WORLD WAR II, No final figures on the battle casu- 
alties (killed, wounded, missing and prisoners of war) have yet been 
published in Austria, ilowever, according to a survey of the Austrian 
Office of Statistics, total Austrian casualties in World War II (mili- 
tary personnel killed or missing, civilian population killed in air 
raids, etc.) are estimated at 324,255, This is a total loss of 4.9% 
of the pre-war population of 6,760,233, 

Of the above mentioned figure of 524,255 war deaths, about 141,000 
soldiers were killed in action, 80,000 are missing the greatest number 
of whom have to be considered as dead by now, About 79,000 died in 
prisoner of war camps in foreign countries, and 24,255 were civilians 
killed in air raids, etc, 

About 850,000 Austrians were taken prisoners during the 2nd World 
War most of whom had returned by the end of 1948, 

506, 000 returned from US PeOoile camps 


211,000 UK 
162,000 " " Russian P,.o.W. camps 
6'7 , 000 ° " French ¥ ” 
7,500 55 " Yugoslav " “ 
1,500 ° " Belgian " . 
500 . " Polish ° " 
300 w 1 Dani sh " 1 


79,000 died in prison, 

Another group of casualties during the last war were those Austri- 
ans who were executed by the Nazi occupation authorities because of 
underground activities against the German invader, There are no comp- 
lete figures available for the whole territory of the Republic. In 
Vienna alone a total of 5,509 persons were sentenced to death for polite 
ical reasons by the Supreme Court, as well as by the Provincial Courts 
under German occupation in the period from 1958 to 1945. Those two 
Courts were competent for the Provinces of Vienna, Lower Austria, 

Upper Austria and Surgenland, There were two additional District 
Courts, one for Styria and Carinthia in Graz and one for the Western 
Provinces of Austria in Innsbruck, The listings of death penalties in 
the District Courts of Graz and Innsbruck were destroyed but the estim- 
ated figure for both District Courts is about 6000 cases. According 
to this estimate and including the Vienna Court, a total of about 
10,000 Austrians was condemned to death and executed by the Germans, 
This number does not include, however, Austrian soldiers sentenced to 
death by German Military Courts because of undermining the German de- 
fence forces, sabotage and desertion. The number of those soldiers 
amounts, according to the "Red-White-Red-Book", an official publica- 
tion of the Austrian Federal Government, to some 10,000, It is also 
believed that at least 25% of those 173,000 Austrians who were ar- 
rested by the German Gestapo during the occupation, died in concentra- 
tion camps and prisons, A stili unknown number (at least 100,000) of 
Austrians of the Jewish faith was taken to concentration camps and 
only a few of them survived, 


SHORTAGE OF JUDGES IN AUSTRIA. Because of the continuing shortage of 
judges, Austrian courts have found it difficult to clear up their back- 
log of cases as quickly as would have been desirable, Accordingly, 
there has been some unavoidable delay in their work, especially in 
such civil actions as divorces, annulment and restitution cases, On 
the other hand, the number of cases has increased considerably since 
the war as a consequence of unstable postwar conditions, In 1938, 
Austria had 1500 judges; in 1948, there were only 800, This decrease 
was brought about partly by emigration, partly by the dismissal of 
former Nazi-tainted judges and partly by the increased death-rate 
during the war, The replenishment of judges has so far been very un- 
satisfactory because most young jurists - out of material considera- 
tions - have preferred private legal practice as attorneys or as legal 
consultants in industry. 

Thus the number of judges within the jurisdiction of the Vienna 
Supreme Court has dropped from 303 in the year 1938 to a mere 122 in 
1948, whereas at the same time, the number of untried cases has 
reached the unprecedented total of 456,000, Some 312,000 of these were 
disposed of during the course of the past year - quite an achievement 
in itself for 122 judges. 

A similar situation exists in the criminal courts. 
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RELEASE OF COUNTERPART FUNDS, On December 28, Clyde N, King, Head of 
the ERP mission in Austria, announced the release of 1450 million 
schillings from so-called Counterpart Funds, Eight hundred and fifty 
million schillings come from ECA Special Accounts and the remaining 

600 million from Relief Accounts of the Congressional Interim Aid for 
Austria, which was intended to tide the country over between the end 

of UNRRA aid and the beginning of ERP assistance, The entire sum will 
be used to decrease the National Austrian Debt, Claims of the Austrian 
National Bank against the Federal freasury amounted to about 7,340 
million schillings to date and will therefore be reduced to 5,89/ 
million schillings ~ a reduction of exactly 20% - as a result of the 
release of these Counterpart Funds. The second currency reform of 
December 1947 had already reduced the national debt from 12,340 to 
about 8,000 million schillings, Austrian currency will therefore be 
further strengthened by the release of these counterpart funds, and, 

as a result of the reduction in the national debt, the National Bank 
will now be in a position to rediscount industry's bills of exchange, 
which were issued for purposes of investments, and thereby further 
promote economic reconstruction. 
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AUSTRIAN TRADE CONTROL OFVICE REPIACED BY FOREIGN TRADE COMMISSION, 
The Trade Control Office in Vienna, which to a large extent had hither~ 
to controlled and managed Austria's foreign trade, has now been dise 
solved as a result of Parliament's decision not to renew the Trade 
Control Office Act which expired on December 31, 1948, This dissolu- 
tion will lead to a farereaching relaxation of the Government control 
of foreign trade, With the exception of certain specific categories 
of goods which have been specially listed, imports and exports of 
merchandise will henceforth be basically free from all Government 
restraint, in accordance with the new Foreign Trade Act, Only the 
imports or exports of the aboveementioned specifically-designated 
categories of merchandise must be reported to a l'oreign Trade Commis- 
sion, shortly to be appointed, prior to the conclusion of any trans- 
action, This Commission must then advise the Ministry of Finance and 
the Austrian National Bank whether it approves the transaction in 
question or not, The seat of the Commission will be at Metternich- 
gasse 4, Wien III, A Foreign Trade Advisory Council will also be 
established in the Federal Ministry of Trade and Reconstruction to 
advise on matters of foreign trade but which will have no executive 
function whatsoever, 





IRON AND STEEL PRKODUCTS DECONTROLLED, The linistry of Commerce has 
lifted all heretoforeeexisting restrictions on the sale of iron as of 
January lst. Since that date allocation cards for iron were no longer 
issued, Finished products of iron and steel are no longer subject to 
government controls either, 





EXPORTS OF ELECTRIC ENERGY TO WESTERN EUROPE, During December, inter- 
national negotiations were held in Solbad Hall, near Innsbruck (Tyrol) 
on the subject of electric power exports from Austria, These talks 
are to lay the juridical, technical and financial basis for increased 
exports of electric energy from Austria to the industrial countries 

of Western Europe, iMost of the talks centered around the development 
of the Oetztaler plants and the Luenersee plant in Vorarlberg as well 
as around the construction of a 400,000 volt high tension circuit 
which is to enable Austria to export electric current to Western 
Germany, The Netherlands, bel;ium and France, In addition to various 
Austrian federal and provincial authorities, other participants in the 
negotiations included representatives of the U.S, Military Government 
for Germany, of the European Economic Commission in Geneva and delege 
ates from the three largest electric companies of Germany, 





REHABILITATION OF AUSTRIAN AGRICULTURE, In 1946, a Fund for the ree 
habilitation of Austrian agriculture in the amount of 78,35 million 
schillings was created by Austrian farmers themselves as a measure of 
selfeaid in helping each other rebuild their farms, By the middie of 
1948, a total of 12,027 cases of war damage were reported, Until now, 
65,5 million schillings of the Fund have been paid out. 





AUSTRIA'S MILK INDUSTRY, According to a recent report in the "\/iener 
Zeitung”, Austria's dairy industry fully met its 1948 milk delivery 
quota of 548,000 tons, ds compared to a total delivery of about 
492,000 tons in 1947, The increased milk deliveries resulted primari- 
ly in considerably improving the milk supply of Vienna, In Decembe> 
of 1948, Vienna received daily milk deliveries of about 295,000 liters 
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as compared to only 159,000 liters per day in December 1947, 


AUSTRIAN FUEL SUPPLY, The Labor News Service reports that Austria's 
supply of gasoline is still unsstisfactory despite the fact that it 
was possible to raise fuel allocations by about 100% since 1947, At 
the present time, about 5000 to 8000 tons of gasoline are available 
per month, Of these about 3000 to 5500 tons come from Austria's 
Zistersdorf oil fields which are still under requisition by the Russi- 
ans and only a very small part of whose production is made available 
to Austria, (O11 production at Zistersdorf was about 1,300,000 tons 
in 1944 and is now unofficially estimated at 600,000 to 700,000 tons), 
The balance of Austria's gasoline requirements is met by imports of 
Rumanian and American oil. In 1948, Austria imported gasoline for a 
value of $800,000 from Marshall Plan funds, Until the middle of 1948, 
the American occupation forces in Austria had also made gasoline avail-~ 
able locally, but this source of supply has now dried up, 





INCREASE IN BUILDING MATERIALS, An especially large increase in the 
production of building materials marked the closing months of the last 
year in Austria, In November, the production of construction materials 
rose to 150% of the prewar production figures (1937), thereby setting 
a postwar record, Production of these vitally-needed materials is to 
be increased still further this spring. 





AUSTRIAN TIRE PRODUCTION, The "Semperitwerize", Austria's principal 
producer of rubber goods, has evolved a production program to fully 
cover Austria's domestic rubber needs and, in addition, release part 
of its production for export purposes, After this program will have 
gone into effect, Austrian tire production, which now amounts to 500 
tires per day, will be able to reach twice that amount by the end of 
the year. This would then fully meet the domestic demand, Execution 
of this program would require, however, the import of crude rubber and 
chemicals under the Marshali Plan, 

Present production of bycicle tires has already exceeded that of 
19357, and at the present time not only meets the very large domestic 
requirements, but is also working for export. 





PRODUCTION DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BOEHLER STEEL MILLS, The Boehler Steel 
Mills in Kapfenberg (Styria), which are one of Austria's largest and 
most modern steel production plants, were able to increase their pro- 
Guction considerably during 1948, Production figures for 1947 were 
greatly exceeded in all types of products; natural steel output in- 
creased by 67%; that of sheet metal or steel plates by 51%, steel 
springs by 95%, compressed air tools by 76% and forged steel products 
by 139%, Exports rose by 141% and domestic deliveries by 72%, 





AUSTKIAN MACHINERY FOR THE SAAR, The new French-Austrian trade treaty 
calls for the supply of Austrian machine tools and miscellaneous iron 
products to the Saar, The part of the treaty dealing with these 
supplies further stipulates that payment by the Saar will be made in 
the form of 60,000 tons of coal, Since, at the present time there is 
a great demand for machine tools and iron products in the Saar coal 
belt, an extension of this transaction - Saar coal against Austrian 
machinery ~ is likely. 





QUOTATIONS OF TilE AUSTRIAN NATIONAL BANK, Following is a list of 
current rates of exchange (average quotations) as published by the 
Austrian National Bank: 


New York, eeeeneee08 10,-<- schillings London, eeeeov400¢e0 240,00 schillings 





ZUPICH, occcccecseroeeoo ° BrusselScecccccerccece « 
PATLSscccccccesssedel® 3/8 " Amsterdam, ..++2e076.95 . 
PTARUS ec ccccccecsesaer? ° Copenhagen. .-.+e208,55 " 
O8lO. cccccescecerlle5O ws Stockholm, «eee? 8,20 " 


The purchase price of gold was quoted at 10,690 schillings per 
kilo of standard fineness, 

The above rates of exchange refer to a single monetary unit for 
the dollar and the Pound Sterling and to one hundred units for all 
other currencies listed, 


AUSTRIA'S LABOR AND PROFESSIONAL STRATIFICATION, According to recent 
figures released by the Austrian Central Office of Statistics, approxe- 
imately 3,5 million people are gainfully employed in Austria at the 
present time, This represents about 50% of the total population, 
640,000 of these are self-employed and the remaining 2,856,000 work for 
the government, agriculture, industry or other professions, A comparie 
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son with the census figures for 1959 shows the following percentages 
for each of the individual professional groups; 


Agriculture and forestry: 37% (1948) 38% (1939) 
Industry and the crafts; 35% 33% 
Comnerce and transportation; 14% 16% 
Liberal professions: 4% ) 0 

Civil service: 6% yi fe 
Household work: 2% 3% 
Miscellaneous: 2% -- 


VIENNA STATISTICS FOR 1948, During 1948, the population of Vienna in- 
creased to 1,745,000 inhabitants, which is still 300,000 less than the 
city's population prior to the war, Since the end of hostilities, 
19,691 persons settled down in Vienna as citizens of the capital. 
Despite various repatriation programs, there are still 119,000 DP's 

in Vienna today, 

During the course of the last year, the Vienna itunicipal Electric- 
ity Works supplied 750 million kilowatt hours of electric current to 
the population. During the same period, the Gas Works reached a daily 
output of as high as 1,425,000 cubic meters of gas, an output which ex- 
ceeds by far the prewar procuction in 1937, 

Vienna's transportation services (streetcars, subways, busses) 
also reached their prewar level of efficiency and service and, in some 
cases, even surpassed it. ‘The construction of a new subway line is 
planned but no work will be started at the present time because the 
cost is prohibitive, as one kilometer of subway line comes to about 
10 million schillings, The length of the line contemplated is 55 kilo- 
meters and the total cost of its construction would therefore come to 
about 550 million schillings, 

In 1949, the Municipality of Vienna will spend 172 million schil- 
lings for civilian housing projects as compared to the 57 million it 
spent last year. Housing conditions in Vienna are still acute; there 
are 4,592 roofless persons and 40,000 people who have no apartments or 
quarters of their own, 

There has also been a marked improvement in the field of public 
health during the course of the last year, The number of venereal dis- 
ease cases has dropped from 19,117 in 1946 to 8,404 in 1948; the 
number of infantile paralysis cases from 454 in 1947 to 62 in 1948, 

During 1948, the city of Vienna cared for and raised about 25,000 
minor children 15359 of whom are so-called “army children", Of these, 
592 were fathered by Russians, 571 by Americans; 275 had English and 
the remainder French fathers, At the present time, Vienna has 408 
municipal kindergarten which are visited by 11,500 children, 

Likewise during 1948, 251,000 kgs of foodstuffs were confiscated 
from the black market and turned over to the hospitals, The police 
brought 25,543 cases to court for black market and price violations, 





CIVIL AVIATION IN AUSTRIA, Austrian Civil Aviation started in 1925 
when the Oesterreicnische Inftverkehrs A,G. (Austrian Air Lines, Inc,) 
was founded, and the first two regular flights were run between 

Vienna - Budapest and Vienna - Iifunich, Until 1958 air transportation 
in Austria made steady progress, In addition to a number of daily 
domestic flights between Vienna and various provincial capitals, reg- 
ular passenger and freight services were operated between Austria and 
Switzerland, Germany, Czechoslovakia, lungary, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Italy and France, Altogether 14 regular schedules with a 
total length of 4862 miles were flown by the Austrian air lines, 
Furthermore, 6 international lines covering Austria were operated by 
foreign companies, During the first 9 months of 1957, 6478 flights 
were completed by domestic and foreign lines in Austria, and about 
40,000 passengers and more than 2 million lbs, of freight were carried 
during the above mentioned period, 

After the occupation of Austria by Nazi Germany, Austrian civil 
aviation was incorporated into the German air transport system and the 
entire property of the Austrian Air Lines Company was requisitioned by 
the Third Reich, Since the war it has not yet been possible to reswmne 
Austrian civil aviation as Austria, almost four years after her libera- 
tion, is still occupied by the four Great Powers, and as the Soviet 
representative on the Allied Council in Vienna refused to even discuss 
the question of Austrian civil aviation, 

There are, however, a number of foreign companies operating reg- 
ular services in Austria, "Pan-American Airways" run daily flights: 
Vienna - Prague, Brussels - London; and Vienna - Ifunich - Brussels - 
London, both with connections to the PeneAmerican Airways transatlantic 
service, British European Airways also operate a daily flight from 
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London to Vienna, and have just announced a new weekly flight from 
Vienna to Zurich, conveniently connected with the Zurich - Lisbon e« 
Rio de Janeiro service of the same company, The Royal Dutch Air Lines 
(<LI) will inaugurate in the near future a new bi-weekly service from 
ansterdam to Vienna, and an Italian company already operates a regular 
jilan - I'rieste - Vienna flight. A new connection Innsbruck - London 
will also be started soon by British European Airways and will mainly 
serve American and british tourists visiting the Tyrol and other parts 
of Western Austria, During the summer various companies will schedule 
flights from ilew York, London and Paris - Zurich to Salzburg in order 
to serve the visitors or the famous Salzburg Festivals. All the 
above mentioned air lines have, of course, air freight service, too, 
The following cities of Austria have regular air fields: Vienna 
(Tulln - US air field); Schwechat - British air field; Aspern - 
Austrian air field, not in operation at the present time); Linz, Graz, 
Salzburg, Innsbruck and i.lasenfurt, Most of these air fields are now 
used by the military air forces of the occupying powers, 


AUSTRIAN LULLDS juEH PLANE, According to an item recently published in 
th ie “Weltpresse", an Austrian engineer is reported to have built a new 
type of airplane equipped with hydrogen tanks enabling it to take off 
and land vertically, The plane is alleged to have a seating capacity 
for sixty passengers. A model of tlie new plane was shown to the 
public at the Innsbruck Winter Sport Snow, 





FOKEIGN GUEST TOURS BY AUSTRIAN ARTISTIC GROUPS SIINCE ICE 1945. Since 
1045, twelve Austrian stage (roups, including the Vienna "Staatsoper" 
have given guest performances in seven Suropean countries, The 
Vienna State Opera performed in England, France, Belgium and Italy. 

The Vienna "Durgtheater" gave several guest performances in Switzer- 
land during which 1% presented such works as Lessing's “Nathan der 
leise" and Goethe's "Stella", The "Theater an der Josefstadt" also 
made two visits to durich, Basel and Bern with plays by von Hofmanns- 
thal and liolnar, 

Several foreig wn artistic groups have also visited austria since 
the war. Among others, the raris Opera Company, the “Comédie Franc¢- 
aise" and the fschaus oie lhaus" of surich, All their guest perform- 
ances were civen in Vienna, 

In addition, incuividual Austrian artists have appeared in Germany, 
England, Italy, Switzerland, South America and the United »tates since 
the end of the war, 





GUEST PERFORMANCE OF THE VIZMWIA STATE OPERA AT THE "SCAIA", At the 
end of December, he Vienne State Opera made a guest appearance at the 
"Scala" in ifilan with a performance of "The ilarriage of Figaro", The 
performance was concucted by Herbert larajan and featured Elisabeth 
Schwarzkopf, irmgard Seefried and Giuseppe Taddei, It was received 
extremely well by both the audience and the press, 











‘NEW OSKAR STRAUSS OPEREW? Oskar Strauss, sho came to Vienna at the 
end of December, is presently com leting work on a new operetta based 
on the story of Arthur Schnitzler's play "Tiebelei", 

The composer also intends to devote some of his time to a new 
version of his operetta "Jalzertraum" the libretto of which is being 
rewritten by Paul itnevler, The world-renowned operetta composer gave 
a series of widely-acclained concerts in London and Zurich during his 
trip from New York to Vienna, In Zurich he conducted the premiere of 
his latest operetta "Die liusik Komnt", 

Oskar Strauss plans to spend about a year in Vienna and Bad Ischl 
before returning to the United States, 





JOHANN STRAUSS JUBILEE Ii] VIMIT'A, During the course of this year, the 
Tantoipalitys of Vienna is planning a great and festive Johann Strauss 
uxhibition to commemorate the Centenary of Johann Strauss! death, the 
oOth Anniversary of his son's death and the 75th Anniversary of the 
first public performance of the "Fledermaus" in Vienna, On the occa- 
Sion of this Jubilee, the City of Vienna will assemble and present to 
the public all its souvenirs and mementoes of the Waltz iting: pictures, 
handwritten scores, unpublished compositions, as well as objects which 
doth composers used in their daily lives such as their batons, a col- 
lection of pipes, etc, 





FRANZ LEMAR SOCIETY IN VIEINIA, At the end of December artists and 
friends of the recently-deceased composer Franz Lehar formed a commit- 
tee to discuss the formation of a Franz Lehar Society to cultivate the 
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musical heritage of the late master of Viennese operetta, Tentative 
plans call for a yearly Lehar Festival in Vienna and the erection of a 
statue to honor the composer, 


HEDJIG BLATETREU FETRL O' Pik 80th BIRTHDAY. The famous Austrian stage 
actress Hedwig Lleiotreu who has delighted burgtheater audiences un- 
interruptedly for the past 55 years was the subject of stormy ovations 
on the occasion of her 30th birthday. A special performance was given 
in her honor in which she played one of her favorite parts, that of 
Countess ‘Jaldenegg in hotzebue's "Die beiden iilingsberg", Hedwig 
Lleibtreu, curing her half-century stay with the burgtheater, appeared 
in 168 plays and 4292 performances, 





INTSRUATIOUAL !MUSiC COURSLS AT THE JIOGARTEUM, The internctional summer 





to August olst of this year during the time of the Salzburg Festivals. 
Even a partial list of the faculty members is evidence of the inter- 
national character of this summer session, Such a list reuds almost 
like an encyclopedia of musicians. Conducting will be taught by Carlo 
Zzecchi (Rome), lrancis Findlay (USA), Hermann von Schmeidel (Salzburg), 
Herbert von liarajan (Vienna), Bernhard Paungartner (Salzburg), iir. 
Singer (Tel-Aviv), Dr. Robert Wagner (Salzburg). Piano courses will be 
civen by lialph Lawton (USA), Loris ilargaritis (Greece), Leo rodolsky 
(USA), Heinz Scholz (Salzburg), Winfried Jolf (Portugal). Violin 
courses will be w.der the direction of Ernst lloravec (Vienna), Theodor 
iueller (Salzburg), Vasa Prihoda (Czechoslovakia - Italy). Other 
courses include cello, viola, voice, opera, arama, etc. Harald lireutze 
berg will conduct special classes in dancing. 

The swaner session will be under the overall direction of Dr, 
Bernhard Paumgartner and Dr, Everhard Preussner, All courses are for 
advanced students who are just about to start their concert or operatic 
career, and for young musicians and singers who are already professi- 
onals,. Nearly all of the teachers can speats English or French, For 
further information write to; Information Department, Austricn Con- 
sulate General, 509 Fifth Avenue, Wew York 17, N.Y. Information re- 
garding visa and travel peruits may be obtained from; Mr. Re. F. Matte- 
sich, Austrian state Tourist Department, 48 Last 48th Street, New 
York 17, l.Y. 


BOOK EXCUANGE Wii'l BDIZOUIA, The export of Austrian books to Germany 

is still encountering considerable difficulties because the JEIA - the 
Joint Export-Import Agency in Franitfurt - does not authorize any book 
imports from Austria beyond those quotas which have been stipulated and 
fixed by contract. Nevertheless, there still exists in Western Germany 
a large demand for Austrian books and, on the other hand, Austrian 
publishers are denendent, to a large extent, on Germany as a market for 
their books. An export cuota amounting to only ¥125,000 was granted 
Austrian publishers by the JWIA for the year 1949, ‘This situation 
forced austria's publishing industry to seek other markets in Germany's 
bastern zone, 

As a temporary solution to this problem, the Austrian Association 
of Book, Art and ifusic Dealers concluded an agreement with the Ex- 
change Association of German Publishers and book Dealers in Frankfurt- 
am-Main as a result of which books for a total value of 1 million 
German marks (3,3 million schillings) are to be exchanged on the 
basis of individual price lists, ‘The JHIA has not yet approved this 
asreemente Austrian publishers consider this book exchange solely an 
emergency solution, Their main problem, namely the creation of an un- 
controlled outlet for their production, still remains unsolved, 





ITALIAN STUDENTS IN aUsTRIA. At the end of December a special train 
with 1100 Italian students on board reached Innsbruck, The special 
trip was organized by the University of Milan, The Italian guests 
were quartered mainly in Obergurgl, on the Arlberg, in Kitzbuehel and 
in Saalbach, 





AUSTRIAN STUDENTS GUESTS OF NEW YORK HERALD TRILUNE FORUM, Two 
Austrian high school students - 18 year old Ferdinanda Popper of 
Vienna and 17 year old Gerhald Andlinger of Linz - arrived at la Guard- 
ia airfield in New York on December 28, 1948 aboard a Pan American 
VYorld Airways plane, The two students are part of a group of 32 stud- 
ents from 16 European countries who have been invited for a ten week 
visit to the United States as guests of the New York Herald Tribune. 
Until further notice, the two Austrian high school students will 
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stay in the homes of American high school students in Scarsdale, New 
York, and North Pleinfield, NJ. where they are also visiting the 

local high schools to acquaint themselves with the conditions prevail- 
ing in them, At the end of January, they will leave on a trip to 
Salifornia and Texas; in February, they will attend sessions of the 
U.ll,e at Lake Success and in March they will participate in the New York 
fterald Tribune Form, 


AUSTRIAN FOLKLORE MUS=ZUM YO BE REOPENED, The iiuseum of Folklore in 
Vienna, which was closed during the war years because of the danger of 
jestruction, will be reopened shortly. ‘ the museum is divided into two 
sections; one illustrates the folklore of Austria and the other is de- 
voted to the folklore of other nations. A noteworthy part of the 
museum is its great library of special books which is well-stocked with 


tens of thousands of volumes on folllore, 





PRIVATE CATHOLIC SCrOOLS IN VIEMIA, The Viennese catholic weekly "Die 
rurche" recently published a survey it made of the social stratifica- 
tion of students in Vienna's private catholic schools, The survey 
covered 6: schools with a total of 10,900 pupils, and showed the fol- 
lowing results: 43% of the pupils were from families of workers and 
clerks, 2.5% from families of small craftsmen and small businessmen, 
26,1% fror, farm and middle class families and only 4.4% from well-to- 
do famili:s, 








OLDEST AUS LRIAN CHURCH RECONSTRUCTED, Cardinal Innitzer, Archbishop 
of Vienna, recently attended the reconstruction work now in course at 
the St. Wartin church in Linz which is the oldest church structure in 
Austria, In the spring of 1947 the sensational discovery was made that 
the base pillars of this small church date back to the first century 


A.D, and were originally part of a Koman military depot, 





HANNES SCHNEIDER TO ATTEND ARLBERG IANDAHAR RACE, Hannes Schneider, 
pioneer Austrian ski champion and founder of the world famous Arlberg 
skiing school, will attend the major event of the Austrian skiing 
season, the Arlberg itandshar Race at St, Anton (Tyrol) on March 12th 
and 13th, Hannes Schneider, who now lives in the United States and 
directs a ski school in North Conway, N.Ji., is expected to arrive in 
St. Anton together with the american team, The French, italians and 
Swiss are also entering runners in this, the world's third ranking 
ski event. 





CALENDAR OF WINTER SPORTS EVENTS IN AUSTRIA, Following is a list of 
the major Winter sports events scheduled in Austria for January, Feb- 
ruary and Ifarch; 

Jan, 22-23 - Salzburg Provincial Ski Chaipionships 





Jan, 22 - The 10ekilometer F,I.S, Open Race, 9 aam, 

Jan, 22 - Beginning of Provincial Championship Race, 10 aem, 
Jan, 23 - Salzburg Championship Slalom - morning 

Jan, 23 - Ski Jumping Contest - F,I.S, Open - afternoon 

Jan, 24 - Kruecken Slalom - morning 

Jan, 24 - F,IeS. Open Slalom for omen - afternoon 

Jan, 25 - Ice Curling Contest: Pongau versus the Pinzgau. 
Jan, 25 - Ice Hockey Contest: Zell am See against Kitzbuehel 
Jane 26 PeleS. OPEN RACE 


(All the above events will be held at Zell am See) 

Feb, 5 - International Ice Hockey Conte:s for the "Golden 
Chamois of Kitzbuehel" 

Feb, 5-6 - International Hahnenkamm Race and Ski Jump for the 
"Silver Chamois", Kitzbuehel 

Feb, 27 - Stickelberg Race, Kitzbuehel 

zaster - Giant Slalom on the Steinbergkogel, Kitzbuehel 

seb, 8-13 - Austrian National Ski Championship, Villach in Carinthia 

“arch 12e13- KANFAHAR RACE IN ST, ANTON ON THE ARLBERG. 


300K ON AUSTRIAN SKIING PUBLISHED, For the second time since the end 
ofthe war, the book "Skiing in Austria", the official yearbook of the 
austrian Ski Association, has been published by Carl Krois, The book 
offers complete coverage of all ski events during the year 19486 and 
brovides the skiing sportsman or winter tourist with essential data on 
Skiing, It contains a list of all winter sport resorts, ski runs, 
Serial railways, ski lifts, etc. as well as a large variety of 
Crawings and maps. 
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WORLD CHAWPLON JOSEP BRADL CO.uPTETES 510,c0-FO0OT Sil JUMP. The 








Tustrian Josef bradly world Ser juwaping champion, completed a 310,20- 
foot ski jump on December 26 of last year on the "iochkoenigschanze" 
near bischoffshofen in the province of Salzburg, thereby completing 
the longest jump ever made on an Austrian ski course. In 1938, Josef 
bradl completed a 350,96-foot jump on the ski jump of Planica in Yugo- 
slavia, The American record was achieved by Torger Tokle in 1942 with 
a jwap of 289,55 feet, 


wW MINERAL SPRINGS WEAR BAD HALL. An especially potent source of med- 
Toinal waters containing iodine has been discovered in the imnediate 
vicinity of the well-known mineral bath of Bad Hall in Upper Austria, 
Every liter of water from these springs contains 46 milligrams of 
iodine, a concentration which is greater than that of any other 
Central or Western Zuropean mineral springs. This health resort will 
be open to the public for the 1949 spa season, 





AMNZRICAN "SAVE THE CHILDREN AID" FOR AUSTRIA, The American Save the 

Children Federation sent 5375 net pounds of supplies to needy children 
in Austria curing the month from mid-November to mid-December, despite 
the longshoremen's strike which tied up the east coast waterfront part 
oi the time, Included in the shipment were cO outfits of new clothing 
and 1560 pounds of food for individual children who have been spons- 
ored by people in this country; 119 complete layettes for babies in 
needy families; 52 packases of clotning for families; and three cases 
filled with Christmas packages. 

The Save the Children Federation is a national child service org- 
anization with headquarters at 1 iladison Avenue, llew York City. Each 
of the items sent to Austria, was paid for by persons in the United 
States whom the Federation interested in the problems of austrian 
children. 
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